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Tower Park is a
Community Park at Hemisfair



What Is this Place? (Hemisfair)
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Before Hemisfair - Where the Neighborhoods Met Downtown
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Germantown 1953

mm 1966 Urban Renewal Boundary
Bl Pre-Hemisfair Structures

==  Tower Park



Before Hemisfair - A Human-Scale Urban Fabric
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Before Hemisfair - Hemisfair Park Has Lost the Neighborhood Grain
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Remains of Germantown Today - Historic Icons Have Lost Contact with the Street

~ John Kusch House
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Hemisfair ‘68 - At Tower Park




Hemisfair ‘68 - An Island and Raised Walkway Around the Tower
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Raised Structures Current Bl Overlay Raised Structures
Hemisfair Water Feature Overlay Hemisfair Water Feature

During Hemisfair



After Hemisfair ‘68 - Making Sense of What Was Left Behind
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After Hemisfair ‘68 - Community Once Worked to Turn Hemisfair into a Neighborhood Park
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After Hemisfair ‘68 - Community Volunteers Work to Turn Hemisfair into a Neighborhood Park
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1988: Hemisfair Park Arch Erected 1988: Monorail Repurposed for Water Feature
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Hemisfair Park Site Logics
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What Kind of Park?



Balanced Green Space
Reflecting on History
Local Arts & Culture
Neighborhood Conveniences
Health & Wellness
Food Options
Local Entrepreneurship
Amenities

Connectivity



PPS - Program Relationship and Layout

Proposed Destinations

Using information gathered during the public
engagement phase, preliminary recommenda-
tions for the program of uses at Tower Park are

illustrated here.

SCULPTURE
WORK/ POLLINATOR
STUDY GARDEN
PODS

MEDITATION

AREA

FITNESS
CLASS AREA GARDEN

OASIS

LEARNING LAB.

LAWN STAALL RETAIL

WATER
FEATURE

FITNESS
FEATURES

ROCK :
CLIMBING CONVERSATION

PITS/CLASSROOM

POP UP
RETAIL

ART

OBSTACLE WALL

COURSE

LAWN

FLEX

RECREﬁEkONAL coMMUNITY___ [ coMmuUNITY QATAUK[E%
CENTER HUB
SPACE
N\ Eﬁ% PERFORMANCE
SKATE BIKE/SKATE SPACE
SPOT RENTAL
DOG
PARK  BEER
GARDEN

SITE-WIDE FEATURES

Jogging/walking/strolling path/trail
connecting the whole park

Creative tree lighting

Fun seating

Shade

Iconic focal point

Art installations

History panels

Color!

\\Qé / Henry B. Gonzélez
\\LQ Convention Center

- 'The ‘68
Apartments’ ower of the

Americas

GARDEN
OASIS

Tower Park at Hemisfair Vision & Use Plan 2020
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Community






Hemisfair Connects the City
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Neighborhood Network
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Neighborhood Context - Denver Heights

Back to Denver Heights - Local writer Cary Clark returns to the near
East Side neighborhood where he grew up, and finds a community in
transition.

https://saheron.com/back-to-denver-heights/

“Neighborhood history is

preserved in stories told and retold

until they have become legend and
myth. But when the storytellers
pass or move away, when the front
porch is less crowded, and when
the stories being told and the
memories no longer shared, who
remembers its history?”

Old photos of The Keyhole decorate
The Dakota East Side Ice House, 433 S.
Hackberry St. Photo by Ben Olivo | Heron



Neighborhood Context - Denver Heights

Back to Denver Heights - Local writer Cary Clark returns to the near
East Side neighborhood where he grew up, and finds a community in
transition.

https://saheron.com/back-to-denver-heights/

"Back in that day, there were
places like the icehouse on the
corner of East Commerce and
South Pine, across the street from
the Friedrich building. [t was a
lively gathering place for people in
the neighborhood to buy snacks,
tamales, sausage, soda, beer; play
dominos and enjoy the jukebox's
soulful selection.”

Modern Day Convenience stores - Icehouses are

scattered throughout South Texas, but San Antonio
is the acknowledged world capital.



Neighborhood Context - Denver Heights

Back to Denver Heights - Local writer Cary Clark returns to the near
East Side neighborhood where he grew up, and finds a community in
transition.

https://saheron.com/back-to-denver-heights/

"A few blocks away [...] was

a cluster of famed East Side
businesses known as “The
Corner,” an intersection of culture
and commerce at Pine and lowa
streets. Anchoring “The Corner”
were W. H. Leonard’s Drug Store,
a movie theater, a gas station
and The Keyhole, one of the

first integrated nightclubs in the
South.”

W.H. Leonard's Pharmacy on Pine Street



Anatomy of a Neighborhood

Back Yard
Side Yard
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Streets Framework
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Current Nueva Street




Streets
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Many Frontages
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Collective “Backyard” —,
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Backyard
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Draft Concept Plan




Streets, Lanes, Walks




Community Hub

Connecting destination activities with
community opportunities
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Art/Community Anchor }
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Back Yard g

Everyday collective park space \ ¢
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