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Welcome to Hemisfair!
We have art, gardens, food, and sun.
Out in our parks
There are opportunities for endless fun!

“Where San Antonio Meets,”
This fact has always been true, 
All thAll throughout history,
Even long before there was a me or you.

The Payaya were first,
The original guardians of this land. 
They lived off the Earth
And were grouped into hundreds of bands.

Yanaguana is their history,
HHow they believe San Antonio got its start.
In the “Blue Cat” and “Ahinga Bird,”
Their story is told within the playground’s art.

Next came the houses,
Where thousands of families stayed.
You can see the past
Through the many historic homes that still remain.

1. Who were the origional guardians of the land that Hemisfair sits on?
A. The Payaya   B. The Apache  C. The Odawa

2. What year did the World’s Fair in San Antonio take place?
A. 2015   B. 1986   C. 1968

3. Many attractions from the World’s Fair are still in the parks district.
A. TRUE   B. FALSE

4. Wh4. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?
A. ABAB   B. ABAC   C. ABCB 

Instructions: Read the poem and answer the questions.

The families were moved
So that the city had land to create
The historic World’s Fair
That took place in 1968!

San Antonio was famous.
The number of visitors was into the millions.
TheThere were more than 30 countries,
That hosted stands in dozens of pavilions!

Although the fair is over,
Many of the attractions are still here.
The gondolas and the Tower
Remind us of the fun that happened that year.

Soon after the fair’s end,
All of the pAll of the people went away
The land was left
To be redeveloped by Hemisfair one day!

Now you and I,
We can play songs on the steel drums
To celebrate the history behind us
And the history to be made in the years to come. 
  

Welcome to Hemisfair!
By Jaci Finch



This mosaic artwork by Oscar Alvarado represents the story of the San Antonio River,
 also known as Yanaguana, the park’s namesake. Yanaguana Garden opened at 

Hemisfair in 2015. Since then, more than 3 million people have visited us - including you!

The Blue Hole



The Swingset
Yanaguana Garden was designed by Susan Goltsman, who created the American
Disabilities Act guidelines for park facilities. All play areas here, including our swings, 
abide by these guidelines to allow for safe and comfortable play for children and 

adults of all ages and abilities. 



Hemisfair is known for its unique art! Many of the art pieces, including our 
steel drums, are both interactive and beautiful.  

The Steel Drums



Hemisfair Art Scavenger Hunt

1. Sky Camp                  2. PLAYhouse     
 by Joey Fauerso                   by Karen Mahaffy      

3. Reflect                    4. CommUNITY
 by Stuart Allen                    by Ruben Sanchez 

5. Kite Table                 6. Yanaguana Triad
 by Stuart Allen                    by Oscar Alvarado
  

7. Sideshow                  8. Yanaguana 
 by Jennifer Khoshbin               by Alex Rubio
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1. Sky Camp
What shape is the art piece?
C. Sphere        T. Trianglar prism  F. Rectangular prism

2. PLAYhouse
What color is the house?
O. White       H. Blue         R. Black

3. 3. Reflect
What structure does the art piece provide shade to?
I. Swingset      G. Playground     I. Rope tree

4. CommUNITY
What year was the mural installed?
L. 2015        E. 1968         E. 2019

5. Kite Table
WhWhat country isn’t listed on the top of the table?
D. USA        N. Japan        T. Sweden

6. Yanaguana Triad
What color is the Blue Panther’s nose?
H. Orange      R. Blue         D. Pink

7. Sideshow
How many bunnies are in the art piece?
E. 2E. 2          L. 5           E. 7

8. Yanaguana
What color isn’t in the mural?
N. Blue        Y. Green        R. Red

 

Hemisfair Art Scavenger Hunt

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

Instructions: Locate each art structure indicated on the map. Visit each location 
and answer the question about the art piece. Place the letter of the correct 
answer choice into the numbered boxes below. Fill in the missing word using 
the answer you find! Have fun!

Play _______________  at the place where San Antonio Meets.

6. 7. 8.



The Union Pacific Railroad 
Splash Pad

One way Hemisfair keeps our parks beautiful is through donations! In 2019, the
Union Pacific Community Ties Program gave $500,000 to make 

safety improvements to our beloved Splash Pad! 



Much of the art at Yanaguana Garden is inspired by the history of San Antonio.
The Payaya Native American tribe, whose land San Antonio sits on, tells
the story of the Anhinga Bird and the birth of the San Antonio River. 

The Anhinga Bird



The Gondola
Our gondolas originate from the Brackenridge Sky Ride of 1963. The ride was 100 

feet in the air and stretched from the zoo to the Japanese Tea Gardens. 
The Sky Ride was a fun attraction for visitors of the World’s Fair, and today
the gondolas serve as the perfect place to take a break at Hemisfair. 



The Pollinator Gardens
Thanks to generous support from Hemisfair’s donors, pollinator gardens host
many different varieties of butterflies. Look closely! You can spot each phase 

of the life cycle here: egg, caterpillar, chrysallis and adult butterfly. 
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Butterflies at Hemisfair
Can you spot me?

The life cycle of a butterfly has four 
stages: Egg, Larva, Pupa, Butterfly.
Instructions: Label the stages of 
the butterfly’s life cycle.
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1. The butterfly lands on a flower to eat 
nectar from the stamen and pollen from 
the anther sticks to the butterfly’s body.
2. The butterfly flies to a new flower 
in search of more food.
3. Pollen from the previous flower falls 
off of the butoff of the butterfly’s body and pollinates
the new flower. 

The Pollination Process
Now it’s your turn: 
Draw a flower diagram.



HemisFair ‘68 Poster
This artwork is the orginal poster for the 1968 World’s Fair by Robert Indiana. 

In 1968, San Antonio, Texas was home to the World’s Fair and welcomed more than 
6 million people in six months. Following the theme of “The Confluence of

 Civilizations in the Americas,” over 30 nations and 15 corporations hosted pavilions. 



The Playground at 
Yanaguana Garden

The Yanaguana Garden playground was designed with inclusivity, safety and beauty
in mind. Kids of all ages—from Pre-K to grey—come to our park to play! 



Panter Azul
Panter Azul, also known as “the Blue Panther,” is artwork designed by 
San Antonio artist Oscar Alvarado and is a staple of the park. 

Don’t forget to commemorate your visit with a photo here and tag @hemisfair!



BLUEPANTHER
FUN
PARK
SANANTONIO
SUN

BLUEHOLE
GONDOLA
PLAYGROUND
SANDPLAY
TREES

BUTTERFLY
HEMISFAIR
PROMENADE
SPLASHPAD
YANAGUANA

Answer Key

Find the words in the puzzle.
Words can go in any direction. Words can share letters. Have fun!

Hemisfair Word Search


